Prayers for our Diocesan Synod
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
We stand before you, Holy spirit, conscious of our sinfulness,

but aware that we gather in you name. 

Come to us, remain with us, and enlighten our hearts. 

Give us light and strength to know your will, to make it our own, 

and to live it in our lives. 

Guide us by your wisdom, support us by your power,

for you are God, sharing the glory of Father and Son. 

You desire justice for all:

enable us to uphold the rights of others;

do not allow us to be misled by ignorance 

or corrupted by fear or favor. 

Unite us to yourself in the bond of love 

and keep us faithful to all that is true. 

As we gather in your name 

may we temper justice with love, 

so that all our decisions may be pleasing to you,

and earn the reward promised to good and faithful servants. 

You live and reign with the Father and the Son, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen.
(Prayer composed by Blessed Pope John XXIII for Vatican II. The Bishops prayed it at the beginning of every session)

Prayer to Mary, Our Lady of the Cenacle
Lord our God, as the Blessed Virgin was at prayer with the apostles, 

you poured out on her in abundance the gifts of the Holy Spirit; 

grant through her intercession that we too,

being filled with the same Spirit,

may persevere with one mind in prayer 

and bring to the world around us the good news of salvation. 

We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Synod Prayer
Come, Father almighty! Open our minds to see your way, believe in your word, and know you.

Come, Lord Jesus Savior! Open our lips to speak your truth, proclaim the word, and praise you.

Come, O Holy Spirit! Open our hearts to feel your life, to act on the word, and love you.

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, prepare us for your blessing; guide our Synod, and bless the Church of Crookston that we may do your will, for you are one God living and true, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, instructs the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever rejoice in his consolations, through Christ our Lord, Amen.

The Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary -- Thursdays
Rosarium Virginis Mariae, Pope John Paul II's Apostolic Letter which introduced the Luminous Mysteries in October 2002.

Five mysteries, the Mysteries of Light (or the Luminous Mysteries), have been added to the Rosary. They focus on the public ministry of Jesus Christ. They are:

The Baptism in the Jordan
"Here, as Christ descends into the waters, the innocent one who became 'sin' for our sake (cf. 2Cor 5:21), the heavens open wide and the voice of the Father declares him the beloved Son (cf. Mt 3:17 and parallels), while the Spirit descends on him to invest him with the mission which he is to carry out."

The Wedding at Cana
"The first of the signs, given at Cana (cf. Jn 2:1- 12), when Christ changes water into wine and opens the hearts of the disciples to faith, thanks to the intervention of Mary, the first among believers."

The Proclamation of the Kingdom
"The preaching by which Jesus proclaims the coming of the Kingdom of God, calls to conversion (cf. Mk 1:15) and forgives the sins of all who draw near to him in humble trust (cf. Mk 2:3-13; Lk 7:47- 48): the inauguration of that ministry of mercy which he continues to exercise until the end of the world, particularly through the Sacrament of Reconciliation which he has entrusted to his Church (cf. Jn 20:22-23)."

The Transfiguration
"The mystery of light par excellence is the Transfiguration, traditionally believed to have taken place on Mount Tabor. The glory of the Godhead shines forth from the face of Christ as the Father commands the astonished Apostles to 'listen to him' (cf. Lk 9:35 and parallels) and to prepare to experience with him the agony of the Passion, so as to come with him to the joy of the Resurrection and a life transfigured by the Holy Spirit."

The Institution of the Eucharist
"Christ offers his body and blood as food under the signs of bread and wine, and testifies 'to the end' his love for humanity (Jn 13:1), for whose salvation he will offer himself in sacrifice.

The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary -- Fridays
The Agony in the Garden
"And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled.  Then he said to them, 'My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.'  And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, 'My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.'" Mt 26:37-39

The Scourging at the Pillar
"So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas; and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified." Mk 15:15

The Crowning with Thorns
"And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and arrayed him in a purple robe; they came up to him, saying, 'Hail, King of the Jews!' and struck him with their hands." Jn 19:2-3

The Carrying of the Cross
"So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha.'"  Jn 19:17

The Crucifixion and Death

"And when they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on the right and one on the left.  And Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.'"  Lk 23: 33-34
